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death. The most significant philosophical treatments of the survival issue in recent years have been those of 
Griffin (1997) and Braude (2003), both of whom end up concluding that the data point toward the reality 
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strengths and flaws of select cases, but by analyzing the structure of the arguments that have been made by 
survival proponents, using formal techniques from confirmation theory. This is a useful exercise and if that 
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“survival hypothesis” becomes more refined with the inclusion of Boolean constraints such as antecedent 
G6-?2?>3>@90)'/-@.56)H29)-J) 3--E>/I)2@).9G-@.5A5A) >A) >/) @564A)-J) @.5>6)G65<>D@>=5)G-H567)H.>D.)*C<<C@.)
@564A)m3>E53>.--<0n)*C<<C@.).-3<A)@.2@)233)@.655)A-6@A)-J)AC6=>=23)26IC45/@A).2=5)J2335/)A.-6@o@.5)5;G32/^
2@-69)26IC45/@A).2=5)/-@)?55/)2?35)@-)G6-=5)@.2@)@.5)AC6=>=23).9G-@.5A>A)G6-=><5A)@.5)?5A@)2DD-C/@)-J)@.5)
5=><5/D5])B295A>2/)26IC45/@A).2=5)/-@)5A@2?3>A.5<)@.2@)AC6=>=23)>A)4-65)G6-?2?35)@.2/)/-@])2/<)3>E53>.--<)
26IC45/@A).2=5)/-@)<54-/A@62@5<)@.2@)AC6=>=23).2A)I652@56)G65<>D@>=5)G-H56)@.2/)3>=>/I^2I5/@)GA>0

$.5)2/@5D5<5/@)G6-?2?>3>@9)2/<)G65<>D@>=5)G-H56)-J)@.5)AC6=>=23)2/<)3>=>/I^2I5/@)GA>).9G-@.5A5A)
265)2)42Y-6)D-/A><562@>-/)>/)@.5)32@56)D.2G@56A0)B5J-65)#)I5@)@-)@.-A5)@-G>DA7)@.-CI.7)#)H2/@)@-)A29)A-45@.>/I)
2?-C@)*C<<C@.SA)/-@>-/)-J)m.9G-@.5A>A0n):5)CA5A)m.9G-@.5A>An)>/)@.5)A5/A5)@.2@)GA9D.-3-I9)2/<)G262GA9^
D.-3-I9)CA5)m@.5-69n)2/<)<-5A/S@).2=5)2)H29)-J)@23E>/I)2?-C@).-H)@.5-6>5A)265)<5=53-G5<)2/<)<5G3-95<)>/)
these fields. Thus he says things such as, “survival is treated as an empirically testable hypothesis that . . . 
may be tested against the facts of experience, which in principle can confirm or disconfirm the hypothesis” 
(pp. 1–2). “Theory” and “hypothesis” are conflated in this statement. Later on, Sudduth introduces “auxil^
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in the latter and related fields.
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include birthmarks corresponding to fatal wounds but are by no means confined to them, as Sudduth seems
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